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W H E R E A S the Congress, by a joint resolution approved Septem­
ber 22, 1961 (75 Stat. 571), has requested the President to issue a 
proclamation designating the calendar year 1962 as the centennial of 
the enactment of the Homestead Act: 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I , J O H N F . KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the year 1962 as 
Homestead Centennial Year. 

I call upon the Governors of the States, mayors of cities, and other 
public officials, as well as other persons, organizations, and groups, 
particularly in the States most directly affected by the Homestead 
Act, to observe such centennial by appropriate celebrations and 
ceremonies. 

I request the Department of the Interior to plan and participate 
in appropriate commemorative activities recognizing the centennial 
of the enactment of the Homestead Act and the sesquicentennial of 
the establishment of the General Land Office; and I also request the 
Department of the Interior and other Federal agencies to cooperate 
fully with State and local governments during 1962 in commemorating 
these events. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this fifth day of January in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-two, and of the 

[SEAL] Independence of the United States of America the one hun­
dred and eighty-sixth. 

J O H N F . KENNEDY 
By the President: 

DEAN RUSK, 
Secretary of State. 

Proclamation 3445 

LAW DAY, U.S.A., 1962 

January 16, 1962 By the President of tlie United States of America 

A Proclamation 

W H E R E A S one of the great challenges of our age is man's strug­
gle to sustain individual freedom, human dignity, and justice for all; 
and 

W H E R E A S one of the vital bulwarks in that struggle is the rule of 
law which underlies our whole social, economic and governmental 
structure, and through which we strive constantly to broaden and 
secure for all our citizens the rights and opportunities guaranteed by 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights; and 

W H E R E A S the strengthening of the rule of law in our own country 
directly concerns every citizen because it is of fundamental importance 
both to the nation's welfare at home and to our hopes for building an 
enduring structure of world peace through wider application of the 
rule of law in relations between nations; and 

W H E R E A S , just as freedom itself demands constant vigilance, 
it is essential that we nurture through education and example an ap­
preciation of the values of our system of justice and that we foster 
through improved understanding of the function of law and of inde­
pendent courts an increased respect for law and for the rights of others 
as basic elements of our free society; and 
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W H E R E A S the Congress of the United States, by a joint resolu­
tion approved April 7, 1961, 75 Stat. 43, has designated the first day ^e use i64. 
of May of each year as Law Day, U.S.A.; has called upon the Ameri­
can people to rededicate themselves to "the ideals of equality and 
justice under law in their relations with each other as well as with 
other nations" and to cultivate "that respect for law that is so vital 
to the democratic way of life"; and has requested the President to 
issue a proclamation calling for appropriate observance of that day: 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, J O H N F. KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby request that the people of the 
United States observe Tuesday, May 1, 1962, with appropriate pro­
grams and ceremonies in recognition of Law Day, U.S.A. I especially 
urge that the schools, civic and service organizations, public bodies, 
the legal profession and the media of information participate in 
this worthy educational undertaking. I also call upon public officials 
to cause the flag of the United States to be displayed on all government 
buildings on that day. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this 16th day of January in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-two, and of the 

[SEAL] Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and eighty-sixth. 

J O H N F . KENNEDY 
By the President: 

DEAN RUSK, 
Secretary of State. 

Proclamation 3446 
RED CROSS MONTH, 1962 

By the President of the United States of America January 24, i962 
A Proclamation 

W H E R E A S the American National Red Cross is officially desig­
nated by the Congress to act in matters of voluntary relief for uni­
formed personnel of the Armed Forces and their families; and 

W H E R E A S this vital contribution to national morale must neces­
sarily be expanded whenever world tension requires a substantial 
increase in the strength of our armed services; and 

W H E R E A S , under Federal laws and regulations, the Red Cross 
renders emergency aid to victims of disaster and assists with the re­
covery and rehabilitation of those in need of help in the wake of those 
disasters; and 

W H E R E A S , together with eighty-six other societies affiliated in the 
League of Red Cross Societies, the American Red Cross participates 
in a program of international relief, and in concert with those societies 
provides technical assistance to other members of the world-wide Red 
Cross organization; and 

W H E R E A S the American Red Cross and its local chapters carry 
on programs of training in first aid and home nursing and engage in 
the collection and distribution of blood both of which services make 
an important contribution to the general welfare of the American 
people and, more particularly, are an essential part of the National 
Emergency Preparedness activities of this Nation; and 
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